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Preservation League Honored at Arts Alliance Gala

League Wins Award for Public Policy, Historic Preservation Achievements

The Preservation League of New York State was among those honored at the Alliance of
New York State Arts Organizations Fall Gala in New York City. The League was recognized
for sustained achievement in public policy and historic preservation.

“EVEN THOUGH many cultural organizations have
received support and assistance from the Preservation
League, we are not particularly well-known within the
creative community,” said Jay DiLorenzo, President.
“That is why this award means so much to us. It is very
gratifying to be recognized by the many arts organizations
whose buildings and neighborhoods benefit from our
successful grantmaking and government relations work.”
Other honorees included artists Christo and Jeanne
Claude, actress Bebe Neuwirth, jazz virtuoso Arturo O’Farrill,
and the cutting-edge performance venue Symphony Space.
The Preservation League was praised for developing
preservation policies that affect communities statewide and
for leading a coalition of municipal leaders, environmental
groups, and businesses in supporting changes to New
York’s Historic Rehabilitation Tax Credit. According to
Daniel Mackay, the League’s Director of Public Policy,
“These enhancements will bolster reinvestment in historic
neighborhoods in urban and rural areas, preserve existing
housing stock and put the brakes on sprawl development.
We are pleased to count many arts organizations among
our supporters in this effort to revitalize neighborhoods

where the arts live.”

“We were delighted to join the Alliance in celebrating the
strong connection between arts, architecture, and historic
preservation,” said Caroline Mason, Chair of the League’s
Board of Trustees. “In fact, some of our most important work
is accomplished in partnership with the New York State Council
on the Arts, through our Preserve New York Grant Program.”
Preserve New York supports outstanding preservation projects
throughout the state and has helped to establish many
historic districts and protect cultural landscapes. These grants
are often the first financial support a grassroots effort receives
and have proven highly effective in attracting other funding.

“It 1s essential for us to offer a network, resources and
training for cultural organizations and lead the development
of public policy in the arts so that New Yorkers and our
children can benefit from the rich artistic treasures that we
have to offer,” said Judith Kaufman Weiner, Executive
Director of the Alliance of New York State Arts Organizations.
“The honorees are all incredible examples of individuals and
organizations that are inspiring, educating and leading
future generations of New Yorkers.”

The award was presented at the Alliance’s Fall Gala on
November 14 at the Hudson Theater in the Millennium
Broadway Hotel, New York City.
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From

the Chair

By Caroline Mason

If there are those who feel
that the Preservation
League of New York State needs an apologia for its
existence, they need look no further (or farther!) than
the extraordinary accomplishments of our Trustees
and Trustees Council members. In my first few months
as chairman, | have had the privilege of representing
the League at a number of events that showcase their
contributions.

Pamela Banker and her daughter, Leslie, launched
their handbooks on renovating and decorating at a
book signing reception the New York School of Interior
Design. Similarly, Tony Wood's book Preserving New
York was introduced by preservation luminaries—and
fellow Preservation League Trustees—Joan Davidson,
Roberta Brandes Gratz, and Susan Henshaw Jones at
a party at the Museum of the City of New York.

On an autumn “Jane’s Walk” celebrating the legacy
of urban activist and writer Jane Jacobs, | had a
preview of the magnificent restoration of the Eldridge
Street Synagogue—25 years in the making—before
attending the formal rededication ceremony. New York
Times columnist Frank Rich gave the keynote address.
Surrounded by dignitaries and relatives of the earliest
congregation, along with hordes of people who felt a
connection to this sacred place, preservation effort
founder Roberta Brandes Gratz received a standing
ovation for her passion, expertise, and tenacity.

The worthy work of the late Arthur Ross and his
wife, Janet, was beautifully commemorated at a
memorial service held at the Museum of Natural
History, where their gift of a stunning terrace next to
the planetarium was recently constructed. Former
United Nations Secretary General Kofi Annan, New
York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg, former U. N.
Ambassador Richard Holbrooke, and others paid
poignant tributes to their benefactor.

In addition to attending the aforementioned events,
| have had the luxury of being a “guest” at various
Preservation League committee meetings:
Communications, Nominating, Awards Jury, and
Seven to Save. The substantive deliberations at these
working sessions are indeed impressive. These
discussions speak eloquently to the core of our mission.

There are others not noted here who are working
brilliantly, but quietly, behind the scenes for a cause
about which we care so deeply. Itis a privilege to be
among you all.

Grants and Technical Services

Building Stronger Communities in Every Corner of New York State

Preservation Colleagues Workshop

On November 19, the
Preservation Colleagues met at
the historic Hudson Opera
House for a one-day workshop
on marketing and communica-
tions strategies. 2007 marked
the tenth anniversary of the
League’s Preservation Colleagues
program, founded as a means
of strengthening the work of
preservationists across New
York State. The program is
supported in part by the
Architecture, Planning and
Design Program of the New
York State Council on the Arts.

The keynote speaker in
Hudson was Robert J.Bellafiore,
senior partner and director
of public affairs at Eric Mower
and Associates, a marketing
communications agency
with expertise in public
relations and public affairs,
consumer advertising, brand
promotion, and business-to-
business marketing.

Mr. Bellafiore’s presentation,
titled “Strategic Practices for
Effective Communications,”
highlighted the need for organi-
zations to develop smart and
simple messaging that can be
delivered by their leaders in a
uniform way to all of their key
audiences. Messaging must be
tied to business objectives, and
communications personnel
must be part of an organization’s
leadership team, he said.

“Our job is to tell stories,”

Mr. Bellafiore told the group.

“Now more than ever, if you
don’t have your story straight or
your story is weak, or your story
is an over-reach, or you're telling
different stories to different
audiences, or you have no story
to tell, then you're in trouble.”

In the afternoon, a round-
table discussion on engaging
new audiences and using new
and social media was followed
by an update by the Historic
Preservation Field Services
Bureau of the New York State
Office of Parks, Recreation
and Historic Preservation on
the development of New York’s
five-year statewide historic
preservation plan.

The Hudson Opera House
provided an inspirational setting
for the meeting. Built in 1855
as Hudson’s first city hall and
known as the Hudson Opera
House since 1880, this building
is one of the oldest surviving
theaters in America. Local
citizens formed Hudson Opera
House, Inc. in 1992 to restore
the building after 30 years of
abandonment, and to recreate
it as a civic and cultural center.
The recipient of two Preserve
New York grants from the
Preservation League and New
York State Council on the Arts,
Hudson Opera House, Inc.
recently received a $200,000
New York State Environmental
Protection Fund grant for exterior,
stair, and lobby restoration.

Preserve New York, Seven to Save Projects earn EPF grants

In addition to the $200,000
grant to the Hudson Opera
House, several other organiza-
tions and municipalities that had
previously received assistance
from the Preservation League
were recently awarded grants
from New York's Environmental
Protection Fund (EPF).

Street Historic District in Cuba.
In 2006 the new not-for-profit
group received an $8,800
Preserve New York grant
toward the cost of a historic
structure report to guide its
effort to return the vacant

and deteriorating building

to productive use.

Built as an alms house, the Hudson Area Association Library has been
used by public and educational institutions since its construction in 1818.

The EPE created in 1993
and funded primarily through
the real estate transfer tax,
provides a dedicated source of
funding for assistance with
waterfront revitalization projects,
historic preservation efforts,
expanding open space, and
increasing access to public lands.

ALLEGANY COUNTY

The Cuba Friends of

Architecture (CFA) was
awarded $497,500 to continue
rehabilitation of the Keller
(Palmer) Opera House located
in the 42-building Main

COLUMBIA COUNTY

The Hudson Area Association
Library received Preservation
League support in 2005 and
2006 which helped pave the
way for an EPF award of
$250,000 for stabilization
and restoration. The 1818
Federal style public building,
vacated in June 2004 due to
unsafe conditions, faced an
uncertain future. The library
was included in the 2005
Seven to Save list of New
York’s most endangered
properties. A 2006 Preserve
New York grant of $6,550

was awarded to the Library
Association for a historic
structure report.

ERIE COUNTY

The Roycroft Campus
Corporation received an

EPF award of $100,000 for
the restoration of the 1902
Copper Shop on the Roycroft
Campus, a National Historic
Landmark in East Aurora. In
2005 a $5,000 Preserve New
York grant was awarded to the
corporation toward the cost
of a historic structure report
for the Copper Shop, which
is part of the Arts and Crafts
community founded in 1895
by author and entrepreneur

Elbert Hubbard.

MONROE COUNTY

The of Town of Gates received
an EPF grant, its second, for
the restoration of the Hinchey
House, an Italianate style
farmhouse built between

1870 and 1880. The award of
$159,250 will allow for roof
repairs, porch reconstruction,
painting and electrical wiring
improvements. A 2004 Preserve
New York grant for a historic
structure report informed the
project’s master plan. The town
government and the local
historical society are working
together to open this National
Register property as a fully

restored museum.
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Development Update

New
Members

Please join us in welcoming
these new members to

the Preservation League.
Membership support helps
enhance the preservation
work of individuals, local
and regional organizations,
and municipalities across
New York State.

Central Business
Improvement District

Clifton Park Halfmoon
Library

Karen Cowperthwaite
Joseph Curto

Kathleen Delamere

Jan Eakins and John Ferry

Four Borough Neighborhood
Preservation Alliance Corp.

Friendship Heritage
Association

Genesee/Finger Lakes
Regional Planning Council

Charles Harris

Edward Hatoff and Ron Bula
Pamela Jardieu

Kerri A. Kazak

Mary J. Kevlin

Emily Klotz

Lacey-Convertino
Architects, LLP

Suzenne C. Miller

Robert Ortolano

Patricia and Richard Patrick
James R. Pepper

Catherine F. Schweitzer
Daniel Shea

David Shearer

Albert and Theodora Simons
Jeffrey T. Smith

Robin R. A. Smith

Zuberry Associates




Committed to Caring for New York's Landmarks

Preserve New York Grant Program

This fall the Preservation League of New York State and the New York State Council on the Arts
announced the recipients of the 2007 Preserve New York Grant Program, which provided $87,200

in funding to 14 projects in 12 counties.

“This program supports outstanding local preservation projects throughout the state,” said Jay DiLorenzo, President of the
Preservation League. “Preserve New York funds lead directly to the rehabilitation of historic places, leverage significant additional
resources— both cash and in-kind—and protect properties at the local, state and national levels through landmark designations.”
The Preserve New York Grant Program is a partnership program of the Preservation League and the New York State Council
on the Arts. Every year, the Preservation League encourages not-for-profit organizations and municipalities to apply for funding
to complete historic structure reports, historic landscape reports, and cultural resource surveys, including National Register of
Historic Places nominations. Since 1993, Preserve New York has awarded nearly $1.2 million in direct support to 201 projects.

City of Norwich

Grant of $6,000 toward the

cost of a reconnaissance level

survey of the City of Norwich.
Although Norwich has two
State and National Register
historic districts, large parts of
the city either have never been
surveyed or have not been
evaluated since the 1970s. The
project, to be completed by
consultant Cynthia Carrington
Carter of Syracuse, will update
earlier surveys and provide new
documentation on residences,
commercial blocks, and
industrial buildings through-
out the city. The results will
inform the city’s planning
and economic development
activities and provide a basis for
future landmark designations.

Hillsdale

Economic and
Community
Development
Corporation

Grant of $7,500 toward the
cost of an intensive level
survey of approximately 100
properties in the hamlet of
Hillsdale. Established as an
agricultural community in
1790, the hamlet saw a surge
in population with the arrival
of the railroad in the 1870s.

As a result, architectural styles
prevalent during that time
period—from Greek Revival
to Queen Anne—are well
represented. The survey will
be completed by Larson

Fisher Associates, based in
Woodstock. The results will
be used to generate greater
community awareness of
Hillsdale’s special character,
inform ongoing planning
efforts and encourage future
landmark designations.

Town of Clarence

Grant of $5,000 toward the
cost of an intensive level

survey of the Town of
Clarence. Clarence, the oldest
municipality in Erie County,
is characterized by several
hamlets and considerable
open land. However, it is also
the county’s most rapidly
growing municipality, and
suburbanization threatens

the town’s rural character.

A survey completed in 2005
identified up to 300 historic
properties worthy of detailed
documentation. This project
will provide the needed
documentation that can be
integrated into the town’s
master planning process and
lead to local designations under
the municipal landmark
ordinance passed in July 2007.
The survey will be prepared
by Clinton Brown Company

Architecture/Rebuild of Buffalo.

Old Westbury

Gardens, Inc.

Grant of $8,000 to support
the completion of part one of
a cultural landscape report for

Old Westbury Garden, the

country estate of financier and
sportsman John S. Phipps, his
wife, Margarita Grace Phipps,
and their four children. The
mansion and 160 acres of
formal gardens, allées, lawns,
and ponds were completed
by 1907. Open to the public,
the property reflects the
Phipps family’s occupancy
through the 1950s. Heritage
Landscapes of Vermont and
Connecticut will complete
the project. Part one of the
report will survey the evolution
of the property, assess its
history and current conditions
and establish a comprehensive
planning process.

Historic Districts
Council

Grant of $7,000 toward the

cost of a cultural resources

survey of Addisleigh Park,
an early twentieth century
neighborhood of Tudor and
Colonial Revival style homes
in St. Albans, Queens. The
neighborhood is culturally
significant as a bedroom
community for many promi-
nent African-American New
Yorkers, including Count
Basie, James Brown, Ella
Fitzgerald, Lena Horne, Joe
Louis, and Jackie Robinson.
The survey will be under-
taken by Jane Cowan of

Brooklyn and Maxine
Gordon of Manhattan.

The consultants will produce
a narrative of the development
of the neighborhood including
architectural descriptions of
key buildings and biographies

of important individuals.

Seventh
Regiment Armory
Conservancy, Inc.

Grant of $7,500 toward the
cost of an historic structure
report for the Seventh
Regiment Armory, located on
Park Avenue in Manhattan’s
Upper East Side. The armory
was designed by Regiment
Veteran Charles W. Clinton
and constructed between
1877 and 1881. Its 55,000-
square foot drill hall was
considered a marvel of
engineering in its time, and
it remains one of the largest
unobstructed interiors in New
York City. The interior spaces
include the work of Louis
Comfort Tiffany, Stanford
White, and Candace Wheeler.
The report will be produced
by Platt Byard Dovell White
Architects and Building
Conservation Associates

and will guide the restoration
of the armory.

West Harlem
Art Fund

Grant of $7,200 for the
preparation of a nomination
to the State and National
Registers of Historic Places
for the proposed Upper
Broadway Historic District,

located between West 135th
and 165th Streets. This
section of Broadway reflects
the construction boom that
took place with the arrival

of the IRT subway in 1904.
The area is characterized by
c. 1905-1910 six-story apart-
ment blocks, some designed
by New York’s most prolific
apartment architects. The
historic district nomination
will be completed by Andrew
Dolkart of New York City.
The results will position
property owners for the
benefits of the newly estab-
lished New York State tax
credit programs for residential
and commercial properties.

Village of
Warwick

Grant of $7,500 toward the
cost of a cultural landscape
report for the Madison Lewis
Woodland in Warwick,

a 14-acre park, all that
remains of the 38-acre estate
called Belair. Saved from

extensive development by the
Garden Club of Dutchess and
Orange Counties, the village
acquired the property in 2004
with the goal of re-establishing
trails, carriage roads, scenic
views, gardens, and several
built elements as part of a
park restoration plan.

Heritage Landscapes of
Connecticut and Vermont
will prepare the landscape
report with assistance from
local historians, and the final
product will inform plans for
the park’s restoration and use.

Heritage
Foundation of

Oswego

Grant of $3,400 to complete
a State and National Registers
of Historic Places project

for the City of Oswego.

Due to its strategic location
on the Oswego River and
Lake Ontario, the community
became prosperous as a port
and county seat. As a result,
Oswego boasts many historic
and architecturally important
residential, commercial,
industrial, and public buildings
spanning 200 years of
development. The project
will bring together previously
completed surveys and result
in the preparation of a
National Register Multiple
Property Documentation
Form, which will allow for
future listings in the State and
National Registers of Historic
Places. Cynthia Carrington
Carter of Syracuse will serve
as the project consultant.



Tottenville
Historical Society

Grant of $5,100 to complete
a State and National Registers
of Historic Places project for
the Tottenville neighborhood,
located at the southwestern tip
of Staten Island. The historic
buildings of Tottenville reflect
a mid-nineteenth century
community created by the
oyster industry and maritime
trades. Many of these homes
were constructed between the
1840s and 1880s for oyster-
men, dockworkers, and
owners of sailing ships. The
project will be completed by
consultant Barnett Shepherd
and will result in a National
Register Multiple Property
Documentation Form and
several individual National
Register of Historic Places
nominations.

Town of Ramapo

Grant of $5,000 toward the
cost of completing a historic
structure report for the Jacob
Sloat House in Sloatsburg, a
Greek Revival style country
home, built in 1848 by Sloat,
a noted inventor and grandson

of Sloatsburg’s founder. Also
known as Harmony Hall, the
building was acquired by the
Town of Ramapo in 2006 to
prevent further deterioration
and possible demolition.

The report will be prepared
by Crawford and Stearns,
Architects and Preservation
Planners, of Syracuse and

Taylor. In 1997 the property
and cabin were donated to
the Town of Shelter Island.
The report will be completed
by Zachary Studenroth,
Architectural preservation
consultant based in Sag
Harbor, and by John Fokine,
PE, of Shelter Island. The
report will aid the town’s plan
to restore and reuse the State
Register-listed cabin.

Town of
Rochester
Historic
Preservation
Commission

will guide the restoration of
this State and National
Register-listed house.

The town recently received
a $300,000 EPF grant to
support these efforts.

Grant of $5,000 to update the
town’s 1993 cultural resources
survey. The town was settled
in the seventeenth century as
a farming community along
the Rondout Creek. The
town is also known for its
early stone houses. The

Town of

Shelter Island

Grant of $5,000 to support
an historic structure report for
the Smith-Taylor Cabin on
Taylor’s (Cedar) Island. The

project will add new research
to the 14-year-old survey and
include documentation of
plank houses that were not
identified during the original
survey. Harry Hansen of
Kyserike Restorations in High
Falls will complete the project
which will guide future
landmark designations and
planning efforts.

central structure, a one-story
cedar log cabin and veranda,
was built c. 1905 by Francis
Marion Smith, with 1938
additions by S. Gregory

Wayne County
Historian’s Office

Grant of $8,000 toward the
cost of completing a cultural
resources survey of properties
associated with abolitionism
and African American life
between 1820 and 1880 in
Wayne County. The survey
will identify homes, churches,
businesses, and other sites
significant to freedom seekers
and their sympathizers. The
research will be completed by

Judith Wellman, Historical
New York Research Associates
of Fulton, historians Marjory
Perez and Peter Evans,

and volunteers. The results
will be used for planning,
heritage tourism activities,
and landmark designations.
This project is the fifth
countywide survey associated
with the nationally signifi-
cant themes of abolitionism
and the Underground
Railroad supported by the

Preservation League.

Expand Preservation Tax Credit
to Jump-Start the Upstate Economy

By Doug Sutherland

The handsome cluster of brick and limestone factory buildings that make up Franklin Square

originally housed many of the titans of early twentieth-century Syracuse manufacturing.

These are solid and substantial landmarks that were built to last.

When upstate’s manufacturing economy changed, this old
industrial park slipped into decline. New Process Gear moved
to the suburbs in 1960. The O.M. Edwards Company, which
once supported the railroad industry with everything from
padlocks to Pullman car windows and doors, folded in the
1980s. At C.C. Bradley & Son, built in 1903 to manufacture
industrial forging hammers and occupied by Glomac Plastics
since 1959, the lights went out in 2001.

The district got a second chance through an innovative
private-public partnership crafted by then-Mayor Tom Young
and The Pyramid Companies. As a result, a dozen historic
buildings have been given a new life as loft apartments, and
office and retail space, and this once-derelict factory district has
been transformed into a vibrant neighborhood.

But thousands of other vacant or underutilized buildings
from Albany to Buffalo have not been so lucky. It is time for
New York State to adopt an effective state rehabilitation tax
credit program, as championed by the Preservation League,
to facilitate real economic revitalization. Not only will this help
to enhance employment opportunities and the boost the tax
base, it will safeguard our architectural legacy and provide an
inviting alternative to wasteful suburban sprawl.

The odds are stacked against investors who should be
restoring upstate’s landmark buildings from the Empire State’s
commercial and industrial heyday. The problem is simple: our
economy has been in decline for decades, and rents across
upstate New York have not kept pace with inflation.

Because of these weak market conditions, construction
loans today typically cover only about half the cost of develop-
ment. In a healthy market, 80 percent of development costs
come through mortgage financing. Federal historic credits
have been a highly effective tool in raising additional equity.
But often the Federal credit alone is not enough to close
the financing gap and return these landmark structures to
productive use.

Anyone who has spent time in Rhode Island recently has
seen the benefit of a meaningful state rehabilitation incentive.
Rhode Island’s 30 percent historic tax credit, combined with
the Federal tax credit, unleashed some $400 million in historic
rehabilitation work in downtown Providence alone in just

under four years. Imagine what a similar investment in our
historic building inventory could mean for Syracuse.

A robust New York State preservation tax credit will deliver
a predictable way for substantial private capital investment and
revitalization to proceed. No longer will developers have to rely
on one-time grants or angel investors. And cities will reap the
redevelopment benefits for decades to come—benefits that include
job creation, increased sales and property tax revenue, environ-
mental improvements and additional housing in city centers.

New York has an opportunity to boost upstate’s economy and
to turn the lights back on in many of upstate’s vacant historic
buildings. The New York State Senate has already passed a
workable state rehabilitation tax credit. The question is now
before the New York State Assembly. A strategic expansion of
our state’s historic preservation tax credit is good public policy
that fits the needs of communities across New York State.

Doug Sutherland is the managing partner in Franklin Properties
LLC, a real estate development firm based in Syracuse. This guest
column is part of the Leagues series of articles on important preser-
vation issues by experts from around the state.




Protect Your Heritage!

The Preservation League of New York State’s strength lies in the relationships made with preservationists who wish to protect
the tremendous architectural and cultural heritage of New York. We welcome all people, organizations and businesses to join us
in preserving our state’s historic buildings, districts, and landscapes.

Please indicate membership category:

[1$1,000/+ L1 $500 []$250 []$100 L] $55 []$35 [ ] other

Payment:
(1 Check, made payable to the Preservation League of New York State

(] Credit Card (please circle one) MC VISA AMEX

Name as it appears on card:

Card Number: Exp. Date:

Signature:

Name: Organization:

Address: City: State: Zip:
Phone: Fax: Email:

Please mail to: Preservation League of New York State, 44 Central Ave, Albany, NY 12206

New York Preservation is supported in part by funds provided by the Architecture, Planning, and Design Program of the New York State Council on the Arts.

The Preservation League is a 501(c)(3) organization, and membership contributions are tax deductible to the full extent of the law. For additional program information, please call 518-462-5658. A copy of
our latest annual report may be obtained, upon request, from the League of from the New York State Attorney General’s Charities Bureau, ATTN: FOIL Officer, 120 Broadway, New York, NY 10271.
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